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December 11, 2007 

 

 

Fresenius Kabi acquires leading European manufacturer of 

antibiotic agents and strengthens its position in the area of 

intravenously administered generic drugs 

 

Fresenius Kabi, a subsidiary of Fresenius SE, has reached an agreement to acquire 

the Italian company Ribbon S.r.L. Ribbon is a leading European manufacturer of the 

antibiotic agent classes cephalosporines and penicillines with two state-of-the-art 

production facilities in northern Italy.  

 

In the field of intravenously administered drugs (I.V. drugs) Fresenius Kabi offers, 

among others, a comprehensive range of products with the antibiotic agents 

cephalosporines and penicillines. With the acquisition of Ribbon, Fresenius Kabi 

becomes one of the few I.V. drug suppliers globally who have know-how and 

manufacturing expertise along the entire pharmaceutical value chain. The 

acquisition is a further step in the company’s generic I.V. drug growth plan and 

significantly strengthens Fresenius Kabi’s market position. At the same time, the 

company is ensuring its own supply of high-quality active agents for its antibiotic 

products.   

 

Dr. Ulf M. Schneider, Chairman of the Management Board of Fresenius SE: “With 

the acquisition of Sanderson in Chile announced last week and today’s acquisition 

of Ribbon we continue our Fresenius Kabi growth strategy. Sanderson provides an 

excellent platform for further expansion in Latin America. The Ribbon acquisition 

strengthens our position in the intravenously administered drug market and is an 



important step towards achieving quality and cost leadership in this product 

segment.” 

 

Ribbon is headquartered in Milan and has about 130 associates. The company is 

privately-held and expects sales of approximately € 54 million in 2007. 

 

The transaction is expected to close in January 2008. 

 

 

# # # 

 

 

Fresenius is a health care group with international operations, providing products and 
services for dialysis, hospital and outpatient medical care. In 2006 group sales were approx. 
€ 10.8 billion. On September 30, 2007 the Fresenius Group had 110,379 employees 
worldwide. 
 
For more information visit the Company’s website at www.fresenius.com.  
 
Fresenius Kabi is the leader in infusion therapy and clinical nutrition in Europe and in its 
most important countries of Latin America and Asia Pacific. Fresenius Kabi’s core product 
range includes infusion solutions for fluid substitution, blood volume expansion and 
parenteral nutrition, as well as products for enteral nutrition. Furthermore the company 
provides concepts for ambulatory health care and is focused on managing and providing 
home therapies. With its philosophy “Caring for life” and a broad product portfolio, the 
company aims at improving the quality of life of patients all over the world.  
On September 30, 2007 the company had 16,852 employees. In 2006, Fresenius Kabi 
achieved sales of € 1,893 million and an operating profit of € 291 million. Fresenius Kabi AG 
is a 100% subsidiary of the health care group Fresenius SE. 
 
This release contains forward-looking statements that are subject to various risks and uncertainties. 
Future results could differ materially from those described in these forward-looking statements due to 
certain factors, e.g. changes in business, economic and competitive conditions, regulatory reforms, 
results of clinical trials, foreign exchange rate fluctuations, uncertainties in litigation or investigative 
proceedings, and the availability of financing. Fresenius does not undertake any responsibility to update 
the forward-looking statements in this release. 
 
Board of Management: Dr. Ulf M. Schneider (President and CEO), Rainer Baule, Andreas Gaddum,  
Dr. Jürgen Götz, Dr. Ben Lipps, Stephan Sturm 
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