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May 12, 2017 

 

Fresenius Annual General Meeting: 2017 guidance confirmed, 

24th straight dividend increase approved 
 

Fresenius expects new record sales and earnings in the current business year. At 

the Annual General Meeting in Frankfurt today, Stephan Sturm, CEO of Fresenius, 

confirmed the 2017 targets. The company is forecasting sales growth of 15 to 17 

percent, and an increase in net income of 19 to 21 percent1, both in constant 

currency. After a very strong first quarter, Fresenius raised its Group earnings 

guidance in early May. 

 

In his first speech as CEO to the Annual General Meeting, Sturm stressed the link 

between growth and the well-being of patients: “We never let ourselves become 

complacent, or satisfied with the tried and tested. That is true for products and 

services, and it’s true for the company as a whole. This is why we want to continue 

growing, and will. Because that is what enables us to offer even better products 

and therapies. And because we are contributing to high-quality medicine that 

remains affordable. In future, that will remain our commitment: better medicine for 

more people.” 

 

Sturm also discussed the strategically important acquisitions of the U.S. generic 

pharmaceuticals provider Akorn and the biosimilars business of Merck KGaA, which 

were announced in April: “They broaden our range of high-quality yet affordable 

                                           
1 Net income attributable to shareholders of Fresenius SE & Co. KGaA; before transaction costs of 

~€50 million for the acquisitions of Akorn, Inc. and Merck KGaA’s biosimilars business; before 
expected expenditures for the further development of Merck KGaA’s biosimilars business of 
~€50 million (expected closing H2/17) 
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drugs, and take us into new, attractive growth areas. The acquisitions also 

strengthen Fresenius as a whole. With Quirónsalud, we have expanded our therapy 

area, and now we are expanding our product business. Both areas are decisive for 

our success, and we want to grow further in both of them.” 

 

Shareholders approved with a majority of 91.04 percent the 24th consecutive 

dividend increase proposed by the general partner and the Supervisory Board. The 

dividend was raised by 13 percent to €0.62 per share. 

 

Shareholder majorities of 99.95 percent and 91.81 percent, respectively, approved 

the actions of the Management and Supervisory Boards in 2016. 

 

At the Annual General Meeting, 70.03 percent of the subscribed capital was 

represented. 

 

Note to the media: Images from today’s Annual General Meeting can be found at: 

www.fresenius.com/5823 

 

# # # 

 

Fresenius is a global health care group, providing products and services for dialysis, hospital 
and outpatient medical care. In 2016, Group sales were €29.5 billion.  
On March 31, 2017, the Fresenius Group had 263,957 employees worldwide. 
 
For more information visit the Company’s website at www.fresenius.com.  
 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: www.facebook.com/fresenius.group and 
http://www.twitter.com/fresenius. 
 
This release contains forward-looking statements that are subject to various risks and uncertainties. 
Future results could differ materially from those described in these forward-looking statements due to 
certain factors, e.g. changes in business, economic and competitive conditions, regulatory reforms, 
results of clinical trials, foreign exchange rate fluctuations, uncertainties in litigation or investigative 
proceedings, and the availability of financing. Fresenius does not undertake any responsibility to update 
the forward-looking statements in this release. 
 
Fresenius SE & Co. KGaA 
Registered Office: Bad Homburg, Germany  
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Bad Homburg, HRB 11852 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board: Dr. Gerd Krick 
 
General Partner: Fresenius Management SE 
Registered Office: Bad Homburg, Germany  
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Bad Homburg, HRB 11673 
Management Board: Stephan Sturm (Chairman), Dr. Francesco De Meo, Dr. Jürgen Götz,  
Mats Henriksson, Rice Powell, Dr. Ernst Wastler 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board: Dr. Gerd Krick 
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